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1. Reason for the Report

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek Member’s approval to allocate grant 
funding from the Moorlands Partnership Board (MPB) in 2020/21. The budget 
for this year is £50,000. 

2. Recommendation

2.1 Note the financial summary in 3.1 and proposed enhanced funding for future 
years in 3.2. 

2.1 That Members approve a 50% grant of £3,650 towards the repair of 4 sliding 
sash windows at the upper floor of 6 Russell Street, Leek at a cost of £7,300. 

3. Executive Summary

3.1 This report allows members to consider applications for environmental 
enhancement and heritage grants under the MPB for funding toward suitable 
projects within the district. To date the following awards have been made this 
financial year. 

Scheme Budget £50,000 2020/21
Cheddleton Station platform 
repairs 

£4,000

Gillow Heath Station £2,000
Balance of funds £44,000
Total potential grant offers for this 
MPB meeting 
6 Russell Street £3,650
Remaining funds £40,350



3.2 The finance team has agreed to roll forward any unallocated funds to the 
subsequent 4 years funding of the MPB. So that would equate to an 
enhanced budget of £60,350 in 2021/22 followed by a further 3 years with a 
£60,000 budget. However the usual budget rules would apply and there 
would be no ability to carry forward any unused allocation. 

4.        How this report links to Corporate Priorities 

4.1 This report concerns publicly funding the enhancement, restoration or repair of 
historic properties or places that are either listed or an identified heritage 
asset. This, in turn, is related to the Council’s corporate aim 3:

 To help create a strong economy by supporting further regeneration of 
towns and villages.

5. Alternative Options

5.1 To not approve environmental and heritage grant awards under the Moorlands 
Partnership Board and not allocate the capital budget of £50,000 set aside for 
this grant scheme. As a result, the MPB would not be able to continue to 
financially assist a number of environmental and heritage projects throughout 
the district and secure the repair, restoration and enhancement of heritage 
features, places and buildings. NOT RECOMMENDED 

5.2 To continue to approve environmental and heritage grant awards to suitable 
projects throughout the district and to ensure the allocation of the budget of 
£50,000 each year. As a result, the MPB can financially assist with projects 
that secure the repair, restoration or enhancement of heritage features, places 
and buildings and contribute towards the further regeneration of town and 
villages through Staffordshire Moorlands. RECOMMENDED  

6. Implications 

6.1 Community Safety – No implications at this stage. 

6.2 Workforce – The Moorlands Partnership Scheme is administered by an officer 
within the Regeneration Team with assistance when required from the 
council’s Conservation Officer.

6.3 Equality and Diversity/ Equality Impact Assessment - No implications at this 
stage. 

6.4 Financial considerations - There are allocations within the capital programme 
for the funding of the Moorlands Partnership scheme. The latest financial 
position states that there is £46,914 of outstanding works still to be claimed. 

6.5 Legal - Local authorities are empowered to give grants towards improvements 
in conservation areas under Section 57 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act 1990.

6.6 Climate Change – No Implications at this stage. 



6.7 Consultation – Grant offers are made in consultation with and approved by the 
Moorlands Partnership Board. Where required, projects that require planning 
permission and listed building consent are subject to the normally statutory 
consultations.   

Neil Rodgers Executive Director (Place)
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7. PROPOSED GRANT AWARDS

7.1 6 Russell Street is a fine historic building located within the Leek Conservation 
Area. It has a particularly fine and detailed shopfront and has the benefit of 
retaining 4 overly sized sliding sash windows on the upper floors. The owner 
of the property is keen to retain these windows and repair them. Two 
estimates have been received for the works which include, the repair and 
overhaul of the 4 sash windows, their decoration and necessary scaffolding. 
The applicant has also allowed for a provisional sum of £450 to repair the 
fascia board and gutter repairs. 

Recommendations 

7.2 That members approve a 50% grant of £3,650 towards the eligible works 
totalling £7,300. 

.


